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JANICE COOKSLEY 
Petition 

Dr J.M. Woollard presented the following petition bearing the signatures of two persons - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, bring to your attention the situation of Janice Cooksley and her family. 

Janice is a 29 year old young lady who has Down Syndrome.  She lives at home with her parents, Brian 
aged 69 and Gail aged 64, in Attadale. 

Janice is a very social young lady and enjoys going out with different groups.  Her parents have always 
encouraged to be active in her local community and continue, as they head into their seventies, to take 
her to and from her social engagements.  They are, however, finding this increasingly wearing as they 
head into their retirement years. 

Janice works four days a week, one day for the Fremantle Herald Newspaper and three days on a car 
washing crew.  She is supported by South Metropolitan Personnel and loves her work. 

Janice has reached the stage where she needs to leave home.  As most children in their twenties leave 
home and become independent, so Janice would dearly love to live with her friends and is always 
asking her parents about this.  Gail and Brian would like to see their daughter settled before their own 
health deteriorates and they are unable to help her through the transition from the parental home to her 
own home. 

Brian’s sister, Audrey, also had Down Syndrome.  His parents cared for her into their old age until their 
death.  When Brian’s father died the family watched helplessly as their mother struggled to care for 
Audrey alone for the next three years.  When his mother became too ill to continue, Audrey had to 
suddenly be placed into care.  Apart from the trauma of losing her mother and having to leave the 
family home - her home - the lack of planning for her future meant she was moved from place to place 
until satisfactory accommodation could be found for her.  This was devastating for Audrey. 

Brian is fearful that what happened to his parents will happen to his own family.  He is extremely 
concerned for his wife and for his daughter.  He has been retired for five years now and would like to 
put his retirement dreams into practise but can’t until Janice is settled.  Brian and Gail first applied for 
accommodation funding for Janice nine years ago, in 1996.  Since then they have applied, 
unsuccessfully, TEN times. 

Brian and Gail wonder if they will ever have peace of mind and the opportunity to enjoy any of their 
retirement years.  Their application for funding is slipping further down the list, as Janice’s needs get 
greater and they get older.  They say that “this just leaves us frustrated, disappointed, unhappy for 
Janice and ourselves and not knowing where to turn to next for help, understanding and consideration”. 

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly give urgent attention to: 

The provision of the accommodation support services needed by the estimated 300 people with 
disabilities and their families in Western Australia currently unable to access the accommodation 
support they need. 

The provision of the respite services needed by the estimated 950 people with disabilities and their 
families in Western Australia currently unable to access the respite they need. 

The provision of the “Post School Option” services needed by the estimated 800 people with disabilities 
in Western Australia currently unable to access the support they need to engage in activities during the 
day.   

[See petition No 105.] 
 


